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BLAIRSTOWN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE WORKSHOP MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 12, 2021 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

OPENING; ROLL CALL 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Moorhead at 7:01 pm. Those present were 
Committeeman Orcutt, Committeeman Sikkes, Committeewoman Van Valkenburg, Deputy 
Mayor Waldron, and Mayor Moorhead.   
 
The FLAG SALUTE was conducted. 
 
SUNSHINE STATEMENT 
Mayor Moorhead read the following statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting has been 
provided in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act, P.L. 1975, Ch. 231 setting forth the 
time, date, place and purpose of this Public Meeting through a legal notice published in The 
Star Ledger and New Jersey Herald following the Township’s Annual Reorganization Meeting at 
which the 2021 meeting schedule was adopted.  
 
ELECTRONIC MEETING STATEMENT: 
Mayor Moorhead read the additional statement regarding holding an Electronic Meeting: “In 
addition, as result of the State of Emergency issued by Governor Murphy, the Township has 
provided a link and dial-in number for residents to participate in, or listen to, this meeting. The 
public will be muted for the business portion of the meeting but will be unmuted, and able to 
participate, at the time of the public portion. In addition, residents were encouraged to submit 
their comments via email. Those emails will be read into the record during the public portion.” 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS– up to 5 speakers, 3 minutes each 
Gina Trish- 26 East Ave-  Spoke regarding reinstating the Environmental Commission. She has 
concerns in the village and a commission will help be a voice and advocate.  Ms. Trish also 
pointed out the ordinance for commission was never disbanded.  
 
Monica Soban-156 Lake Just It Rd. who is speaking as an environmental commission of Hope. 
Reiterated that the township has an ordinance for an environmental commission and also 
stated that the state organization is the association of New Jersey Environmental Commissions 
not committee.  Ms. Soban explained that the commission would be under the township 
committee.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ORDINANCE:  
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Public Hearing/ Adoption 
2021-03- Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal Budget Appropriation Limits and to 

Establish a Cap Bank (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)   

WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap Law, N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.1 et seq., provides that in the 

preparation of its annual budget, a municipality shall limit any increase in said budget to 2.5% 

unless authorized by ordinance to increase it to 3.5% over the previous year’s final 

appropriations, subject to certain exceptions; and, 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.15a provides that a municipality may, when authorized by 

ordinance, appropriate the difference between the amount of its actual final appropriation and the 

3.5% percentage rate as an exception to its final appropriations in either of the next two 

succeeding years; and,  

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Blairstown in the County of Warren 

finds it advisable and necessary to increase its CY 2021 budget by up to 3.5% over the previous 

year’s final appropriations, in the interest of promoting the health, safety and welfare of the 

citizens; and, 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee hereby determines that a 3.5% increase in the budget for 

said year, amounting to $109,335.10 in excess of the increase in final appropriations otherwise 

permitted by the Local Government Cap Law, is advisable and necessary; and, 

WHEREAS the Township Committee hereby determines that any amount authorized 

hereinabove that is not appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception 

to final appropriation in either of the next two succeeding years. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Blairstown, in the County of Warren, a majority of the full authorized membership of this 

governing body affirmatively concurring, that, in the CY 2021 budget year, the final 

appropriations of the Township of Blairstown shall, in accordance with this ordinance and 

N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14, be increased by 3.5%, amounting to $109,335.10 and that the CY 2021 

municipal budget for the Township of Blairstown be approved and adopted in accordance with 

this ordinance; and,  

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not 

appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in 

either of the next two succeeding years; and, 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance as introduced be filed 

with the Director of the Division of Local Government Services within 5 days of introduction; 

and,  

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that a certified copy of this ordinance upon adoption, with the 

recorded vote included thereon, be filed with said Director within 5 days after such adoption. 

  

Motion Made by Orcutt, second By Waldron and carried to open public hearing.  

No public Comment 

Motion made by Orcutt, second by Waldron and carried to close public hearing.  

Motion made by Orcutt, second by Moorhead and approved by roll call vote; Orcutt—yes, 

Sikkes—yes, Van Valkenburg—no, Waldron—no Moorhead—yes, the adoption of 

Ordinance 2021-03.   
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BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING / ADOPTION:  
 
Motion made by Orcutt,  second by Sikkes and carried to open public hearing.  
No public comment 
Motion made by Orcutt, second by Sikkes and carried to close public hearing.  
Motion made by Orcutt, second by Sikkes and approved by roll call vote: Orcutt—yes, Sikkes-
yes, Van Valkenburg—no, Waldron—yes, , Moorhead—yes, the adoption of the 2021 Budget.  
 
CFO Christine Rolef sent an email to the committee regarding a summary of long-term debt and 
discussed briefly with committee.  
 
Summary of items for the  5-year capital plan are overlay of roads, DPW, Hose Company and 
Police vehicles and equipment. General obligations bonds from 2008 will rollover to the new 
bond with lower interest rates.  CFO Rolef explained that a pick-up truck for the Hose company 
was not included in the original December 5 year plan but was added recently.  Committeeman 
Orcutt mentioned a plow to be added to the pick-up truck since the Hose company is usually 
first on scene in the winter months and they can also plow their own parking lot.  
   
The rescue truck that will be purchased is coming  from the Dedicated trust account not a 
budget line.  
 
Regarding the Budget CFO Rolef wanted to stress that most of the taxes go to the school and 
not the municipality.  
 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

1. 2021-61 -Resolution Approving Right-of-Way Use to Cross River Fiber 
 

WHEREAS, Cross River Fiber LLC ("Cross River Fiber"), seeks to place telecommunication 

facilities aerially on utility poles or in an underground conduit in the Public Rights-of-Way 

within the Township of Blairstown for the purpose of owning, constructing, installing, operating, 

repairing and maintaining a telecommunications system; and 

 

WHEREAS, Cross River Fiber was approved by the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities 

to provide local exchange and interexchange telecommunications services throughout the State; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J:S.A. 48:3-19 requires Cross River Fiber to obtain the consent of the 

Township of Blairstown for the joint use of any existing utility poles; and 
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WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 54:30A-124(a)  provides that a municipality may not impose any fees, 

taxes, levies or assessments in the nature of a local franchise, right of way, or gross receipts fee, 

tax, levy or assessment against telecommunications companies but that a municipality may . 

impose reasonable fees for actual services made by any municipal, regional or county  

governmental agency; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is the in the best interests of the Township of Blairstown and its citizens to grant 

consent to Cross River Fiber; and  

 

WHEREAS, the consent granted is for the non-exclusive use of the Public Rights-of-Ways for 

the purpose of owning, constructing, installing, operating, repairing and maintaining a 

telecommunications system subject to the terms and conditions of the attached Use Agreement 

with Cross River Fiber.  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Blairstown Township Committee of the 

Township of Blairstown, is hereby authorized to grant Cross River Fiber a non-exclusive use of 

the Public Rights-of-Ways for the purpose of owning, constructing, installing, operating 

repairing and maintaining a telecommunications system; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to 

 
2. 2021-62 -Resolution of the Township of Blairstown, County of Warren, State of New 

Jersey Urging the Warren County Commissioners to Establish a Recreation Trails Grant 
Program Funded by the County Open Space Trust.  
 

WHEREAS, Blairstown Township has an active Open Space and Recreation Program, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the Township is host to numerous recreation trails created and maintained by the Township 
and a variety of federal, state, county, and nonprofit entities, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the public has shown an increased interest in taking advantage of public recreational trails 
during the recent pandemic, and; 
 
WHEREAS, hiking and other trail-related physical activities have been shown to contribute to the 
physical health and general well-being of people, and;  
 
WHEREAS, the Township would like to increase the number of trails and trail access points within its 
borders, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the establishment and maintenance of access and trails is essential to maximize the value of 
funds spent to protect open space, and; 
 
WHEREAS, at the present time, the County of Warren’s Open Space and Historic Preservation Program 
does not provide for funding of trail-related capital expenses, but does provide for funding capital 
expenses on historic properties;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Blairstown Township Committee urges the Warren County 
Commissioners to: 
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1. Determine what steps would be necessary to qualify the expenditure of County Open Space 
Trust funds on trail, trailhead, and associated improvements;  

2. Take the necessary steps to amend its enabling legislation to provide for the funding of trail 
projects; 

3. Assign the establishment of guidelines for making application for funding for trail creation and 
improvement to the Warren County Municipal and Charitable Trust Fund Committee.  

 
3. 2021-63- Resolution Approving the Issuance of Raffle License No. RA: 21-02 to Rotary 

Club of Blairstown to Conduct a Duck Race on July 4, 2021.  
 

WHEREAS, the Rotary Club of Blairstown has applied for a raffle license to conduct a duck race 
on July 4, 2021 at Footbridge Park, Blairstown NJ consisting of New Jersey Legalized Games of 
Chance Control Commission applications RA: 21-02; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the proper fees have been filed with the application, and the Findings and 
Determinations by the Municipal Clerk have determined that this organization is qualified to 
conduct raffles; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Committee of the Township of Blairstown, 
Warren County, New Jersey, that approval is hereby given for the issuance of raffle license RA: 
21-02 to Rotary Club of Blairstown.   

 
Motion Made by Waldron, second by Van Valkenburg and approved by roll call vote: 
Orcutt—yes, Sikkes—yes, Van Valkenburg—yes, Waldron—yes, Moorhead—yes, the 
May 12, 2021 Consent Agenda.  
 
 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Scheuer Property Donation 
Property is valued at $300 and will cost more for the township to take ownership of it.  
Committee agreed to take no action on this donation.   
 
Environmental Committee  
Discussion took place if the commission was disbanded by ordinance.  Clerk Shipps explained 
that she had looked at the ordinances and did not see any ordinance to disband the 
commission.  Concerns if an environmental committee would be able to apply for grants was 
discussed.  Committee agreed to do a little more research and discuss at the next workshop 
meeting.  
 
 
Cannabis Legislation- Model Ordinance 
Deputy Mayor Waldron said that Land Use Board will be discussing this subject at the next 
meeting.  Deputy Mayor Waldron will get a report from Chief Johnson and bring it to the next 
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meeting. Committeeman Sikkes will look into seeing if there are any negative aspects and 
report for the next meeting.  
    
 
NEW BUSINESS 

1. Quote for Title Search and Title Insurance for BOE Property 
Committeewoman Van Valkenburg received a quote from Sunrise Title company that was $300 
less than the quote that was received from Attorney Sullivan.  
 
Motion made by Waldron, second by Orcutt and carried to authorize Attorney Sullivan to 
compare the two title companies to see if there is a comparison.  

 
2. Quote from French & Parrello for Pedestrian Bridge Inspection and Condition 

Report at Footbridge Park 
Mayor Moorhead reported t that $4,800 in total has been donated by the Historic Commission 
and Blair Academy to cover part of the $7,500 quote from French & Parello.     
 
Motion made by Van Valkenburg, second by Waldron and approved by roll call vote: Orcutt—
yes, Sikkes—yes, Van Valkenburg—yes, Waldron—yes, Moorhead—yes, to accept the quote 
from French and Parrello and pay the remainder of the balance of $2,700. 

 
3. Fourth of July Fireworks 
 

Bob Law from the Rotary Club stated that Attorney Sullivan approved the contract and just 
needs Mayor Moorhead signature.  Rotary will reach out to local business and the surrounding 
towns for donations for the fireworks.   
 
Discussion took place regarding celebration of public events budget which was lowered in this 
year’s budget.  Blairstown Fourth at footbridge is funded through a dedicated trust so it does 
not affect the budget.  Overtime for the police for Memorial Day Parade and fireworks are 
usually taken out of the public events budget.  
 
Motion made by Orcutt, second by Waldron and approved by roll call vote: Orcutt—yes, 
Sikkes—yes, Van Valkenburg—yes, Waldron—yes, Moorhead—yes to donate up to $3,000 to 
the Rotary Club for the Fourth of July Fireworks.   
 
Motion made by Orcutt, second by Waldron and carried to authorize Mayor Moorhead to 
sign the contract for the Fourth of July Fireworks.  
 
 

 
4. Blue Light Permit- Blairstown Hose Company  

Motion made by Orcutt, second by Waldron and carried to approve Blue Light Permit for 
Joseph Russo, Blairstown Hose Company. 
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5. Rescue Truck- Blairstown Hose Company 
  

Motion made by Orcutt, second by Waldron and approved by roll call vote: Orcutt—yes, 

Sikkes—yes, Van Valkenburg—yes, Waldron—yes, Moorhead—yes to allocate funds the 

dedicated trust for the purchase of the rescue truck.  

 

Blairstown Enhancement Committee will be having clean up at Footbridge Park on May 16 from 

10 am – 2 pm. Volunteers are appreciated.   

 

Deputy Mayor Waldron inquired about the pedestrian walk sign that usually sits in the middle of 

Route 94 to Footbridge park. DPW Supervisor Eric Usinowicz said that the sign is back up, it is 

taken down every winter so it does not get destroyed during plowing.  

    

CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT STATEMENT 
Motion made by Waldron, second by Sikkes and carried to open public comment.  
Gina Trish-26 East Ave. Environmental Commission has a breakdown 21 Towns in Warren 

County 13 are Commission 1 as a committee  2 have a Shade Tree Commission 4 are unknown.   

 

Joel McGreen- provided an open space update bid for the survey are due on the 15th.  

Farmland Plan which is due late 2020 should be available  this week which needs to be 

coordinate in the Master Plan. 

 

Blair Meadows Park aka Gorab property was toured by  3 committee members at different times 

and from those tours Mr. McGreen feels that there is an agreement for trails on the property and 

it will need to be addressed. 

 

Jones Farm -New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection may take it back if the 

township removed the buildings. Discussion took place regarding asbestos in the building.  

 

Jones Farm and Blair Meadow Park need Green Acres signs which Green Acres will provide and 

install.  

 

Green Acres grant application is due at the end of the month for 2022. Mr. McGreen has no 

pending projects therefore will not be applying for the grant.  

 

Discussion took place regarding a recreation grant.  CFO Rolef explained that the application 

requires proposals and accurate pricing and there is a limited time to get all the information 

before the deadline to submit.   

 

Motion made by Orcutt, second by Waldron and carried to close public comment.  

 

Committeewoman Van Valkenburg stated that Blairstown Elementary Schools which has 424 

students state revenue down and they received $309,900. The Local Tax Levy will be $296,000 
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higher and it is unknown how the money will be allocated. North Warren Regional which has 

683 students is down  $930,724 and their tax levy is $257,210.   

  

Blairstown’s Population is down to 5700 based on the 2019 Census.  Age group 19-64 is 63% 

and 65 and older is 25%  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion made by Waldron, second by Orcutt and carried to adjourn tonight’s meeting at 

8:35 pm.  
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